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The history of India is replete with the stories of grent women like Savite, Site, Gargi,
Mastreyi, Rani Laxmi Bai. Mirabai, Sarojini Naidu ete. But at the sume time, it is also an

wid story of shame, repression and abuse that millions of women have undetgone in the
past and continue 1o suffer in the present, During ancient period, that is the pre-Vedic ang
Vedic times, women enjoyed considerably high status and freedom. In pre-Aryan India, there
were mainly agricultura) communities who “Hived according to seasons. God was ferale and
i represented life in the form of Earth Mother, The religion of Indus vatley was based on
fertility and people worshipped the mother goddess together with other fertility symbals”™
{Nubile 2. Women in this age enjoyed a definite social as well as religious siams in the
society. According to Rig Veda, women were to “romp with Rudra and the Hasus, Aditios,
FVisvedevas, or the collective celestials and to uphold both Mitra and Varuna, Indra and Ags
and the pair of Asvins™(Vaishistha 101). They were skilled in music and various other ants.
They used to participate in the Yajnas and Upanayana, the sacred thread ceremony was lime
performed for them. Some of the women such as Kaikeyi and Vishalaya even accompasied
their husbands to the battlefields.

The women of Vedic India were neither primitive nor ignorant ereatuses, but
were civilized and cultured. There is a mention of some highly educated and leamed women
like Sulabha, Maitreyi. and Gargi in ancient Indian literature. Rig Fedks, the most ancient
Indian scripture contains several hymns and poems composed between 1500-900 B.C by
some twenty women sages like Ghosa, Surya, Vacha, Apala, Vishwavara sad Yarni, Durisg
the Vedic period, women were sent to Gurukuls, where they studied along with boys and were
called Brahamacharitis. Atreyi attended Yalmiki's ashran with Rama's two sons Kushaand
Lava, Kaushalaya, Rama's mother was soid obea Wﬁ,mwﬂiv W‘ﬂlﬂ‘m
With regard to marriage, women snjoyed comy




