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From Self —~Abnegation to Self Assertion: A study of Tagore’s Bin,

dini
Monika Malhotra

Abstract:

Tagore's novel Choker Bali (Binodini) limns out the psychological, emotion,| ye
young widow woman in tradition-bound Hindu society. The novel shows ney (n-ﬂ
conditions of Hindu widows through Binodini's wretchedness but also deal With
sufferings of Indian wives in male dominated society in early twentieth centyry “”W
portrayed as rebellious who tries to assert her right to love and live a (1igr1i}',(.(,”|]
encounters the searing assaults of existence with equipoise and resilience. b
the orthodox Hindu customs of the society of the time through central chq,
sufferings, frustrations and her self-abnegation in the end. The paper ajmq
humanistic concerns in the novel ChokerBali. Through the central character p
was awakening the society to a sense of realism. Tagore’s rationalism is r¢f
€xposes the unrationalistic side of male dominated patriarchal taboos ridden |
his times. The paper analyses humanistic concerns like self-discovery,
individuality and dignity.
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Humanism emphasizes human dignity, education, individual freedom. social jus
preservation of cultural values. Its main focus is on man and his activities. 1, emphg
“Dignity of man™ (Davies 22) and “development of every human being in context of ]
world rather than spiritual concerns for the other worldliness.” (Herrick101) Th;« philoson
considers man to be measure of all things as Protagoras said. Its main concern i -,
man and his happiness. Humanism is content with the life here and now. It does 1, t be

in God or religion. Humanism is like a prism reflecting the various shades. (. T

tice,

[ pre
pre

nuances of human kind. The early twentieth century witnessed turbulence in man, spheres
the Indian society. Born at that time when the nation itself was involved in mk: ,1
rebirth, there was headlong rush for adopting Western rationalism. The spread of ratio,.
began to show itself in attitude, conduct and writings of this period. The collective effor
the writers for a better future and to interpret the various ways for instance, victi

has taken place under caste system, the sympathy for the downtrodden. cxpl
bondage of women in the male dominated Indian society were the ma
perspectives in their writings. From time to time they have attacked the va
concepts and upheld the values of human life such as equality, affection anc

Among the Indian writers, Rabindranath Tagore, Swami Vivekananda and Mal G
are the great figures who preached the message of humanism. Rabindranath T

works emphasized the importance of man above all types of orthodoxy. narrow mindednes
violence and difference in castes. As a humanist, he asserts his faith in freedom
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